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Dear Baldwin Family, 

 

Thanksgiving is upon us! While it feels like time has stood still, it also feels like this year is flying by.   

 

There is no doubt this has been a difficult time. There is so much to be thankful for. We have been through a lot; 

some more than others. There has been so much sadness, anxiety and uncertainty; however, this community has 

shown resilience, strength, and courage. As I reflect upon the upcoming holiday, I am thankful for the heroes in our 

community.  

 

Much has been said about “COVID heroes,” as they have been termed, and to be sure, there are many among us. 

Not enough has been said about the heroes in our school community. Our teachers, administrators, supervisors, 

buildings and grounds staff, clerical staff, monitors and teacher aides, teaching assistants, health aides, security 

aides, food service workers and of course, our amazing nurses, show up to our schools every day to work with our 

young learners in Baldwin. They show kindness, compassion, creativity, patience and diligence every day. Believe 

me when I tell you, they are heroes in every way. We are blessed with an amazing family of faculty and staff. 

 

Recently, I was interviewed by a journalist from CNBC. Every question she asked, while well intended, came from 

a negative point of view.  “How much learning was lost?” “Have you seen COVID-slide?” “What mental health 

issues are you seeing?” “What challenges are you facing?” Now, while these are all valid concerns, I shared the 

positives we have seen as well. Technology is being used as a tool for collaborating, creativity, communication and 

critical thinking. Students are more actively engaged in their learning because they are leading much of the 

discussions and questioning. I asked her what other businesses, besides health care, are seeing 4700 “clients” each 

day, and mostly in-person? She conceded saying, “she hadn’t really thought about it that way.” 

 

We come to school each day thrilled to greet our children and thankful for their smiling faces! I have included some 

inspiring Baldwin stories to bring a smile to your face and warmth to your heart. Thank you, Baldwin, for the gift 

of your children! Thank you to our heroes, the faculty and staff of our school system, for the courage, resilience and 

strength you show every day.    

 

Happy Thanksgiving, Baldwin. I wish for you all the joy and happiness this holiday brings. Be safe! 

 

With thanks and appreciation, 

 
Shari L. Camhi 

 

“This year has brought times of happiness and tests of strength, but there is much to be thankful 

for. Thank you for being there through every laugh and tear. Here’s to more moments in the next 

coming year… Happy Thanksgiving.” 
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Baldwin High School@Shubert students, Ivanna Patino and Jessica 

Chattergoon, recently designed a beautiful graduation cap for Simon 

Youth Foundation (SYF)’s first-ever #OrangeGradCapChallenge. 

Check out the cap here.  

 

Congrats to Baldwin High School seniors Thomas Dean, Jesse 

Dworsak, Ryan Howe, and Emily Ronan, who were inducted into the 

Joseph M. Barry Career and Technical Education Center Chapter of 

the National Technical Honor Society. The students were chosen 

based on a rigorous selection process that encompassed academic 

excellence, good citizenship, high achievement, outstanding employability skills and exceptional 

attendance. 

 

For this year’s Thanksgiving, the Baldwin Middle 

School’s sixth grade English Language Arts (ELA) 

classes led their peers in a Community Service 

Project inspired by the historical fiction novel they 

recently finished reading, Bud, Not Buddy. The 

students donated non-perishable food items and 

supermarket gift cards to Long Island foster care 

children. Additionally, Meadow Elementary 

School held a couple of different fundraisers to give 

to families in need during the holiday season. This 

included donations to Island Harvest.  

 

 

 

 

Brookside Elementary School students celebrated their 

Kindergarten students for completing their first Reading and Writing 

Units. The celebration was livestreamed so everyone could watch 

and cheer from their classrooms. After parading around the gym 

with their favorite book, the kindergartners received a certificate 

from Brookside principal, Mr. Unal Karakas, as well as a special 

pencil from their teacher. 

 

 

Ms. Nicole Rubin’s 5th graders at Steele Elementary School learned 

about 1-point perspective and how to use it to create the illusion of 

depth on a 2-dimensional surface. The Steele students then crafted 

these incredible images (pictured left) using all 7 elements of art 

(line, shape, color, form, value, texture and space).  

 

https://bit.ly/2UKaTJ3
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Lenox Elementary School held a “Principal’s Writing Challenge” in 

celebration of National Principal's Month. The four winners, Melanie 

Alcantara (Grade 4), Liam Heyward (Grade 3), Melanie Innis (Grade 5), and 

Hailey Questelles (Grade 4), will get the chance to be Principal for a Day next 

Wednesday, November 25.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plaza Elementary School recently held their Student 

Council elections using their new technology skills! 

The candidates created catchy videos for their fellow 

peers to watch and then the classes voted using a 

Google Form.  

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, if you have not had a chance to see our elementary school students go bird watching, check 

out this video!    

 

For more news about our students, staff and district, visit our website regularly at 

www.baldwinschools.org/news, connect with us on social media (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram), and 

check out our next issue of the Baldwin Beat – coming soon!  

 

 

https://bit.ly/36IVCOi
http://www.baldwinschools.org/news
http://bit.ly/2KxgC2b
http://bit.ly/2MJpH4B
http://bit.ly/2tS0ON7

